
                                                             

                                                              
News from the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office 

Mark H. Luttrell, Jr., Sheriff 
9

th
 Floor, 201 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee 38103 

 

Public Information Officer:  Steve Shular  

 Office   (901) 545-5532  FAX      (901) 545-3310    

 E mail:  steve.shular@shelby-sheriff.org  

 

All news releases may be viewed at www.shelby-sheriff.org in the News Releases Listing 

 

May 14, 2009 

 

Teenager Charged For Making Internet Death Threats  

 
Shelby County Sheriff’s Deputies have charged a teenager for making death threats on the internet.  
The case involves several students and staff members of a high school in Maryland.  Detectives say 
the threats were supposed to be carried out on May 21, 2009. 
 
The investigation began this past Monday night in Bethesda, Maryland when detectives with the 
Montgomery County Police Department were contacted by the principal of Walt Whitman High School. 
 The principal said names of several students and school staff were mentioned on the internet site 
www.peoplesdirt.com.   
 
Montgomery County investigators say the statement “Killing a few Whitman people, who would you like 
to see die” was posted by someone using the internet address “whitmanarson.”  Montgomery County 
detectives tracked the email address to a teenager’s computer in southeast Shelby County. 
 
The Shelby County Sheriff’s Office was contacted yesterday.  Deputies went to a home in Hickory Hill 
and arrested the 17 year-old young man. He was taken to Memphis Juvenile Court where he remains 

in custody.  He was charged with Commission of Acts of Terrorism. 
 
Shelby County and Montgomery County detectives continue their investigation. They will be checking 
to see if the young man made other threats at internet sites.  For additional information on the case, 

contact the Media Services Division of the Montgomery County Maryland Police at (240) 773-5030. 
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Police Investigate Internet Threats Against Students and 

Staff at Area High School 

 
 Detectives from the Montgomery County Police 2

nd
 District Investigative Section have 

been investigating an internet-posted threat against students and staff at Walt Whitman High 
School located at 7100 Whittier Boulevard in Bethesda.  It was posted on the 
www.peoplesdirt.com website and came to the attention of the school’s administrative staff the 
evening of Monday, May 11, 2009. 
 
 At approximately 9:15 p.m. on Monday, the principal of Walt Whitman High School, 
notified police that he had been made aware of a threatening entry on the peoples dirt website 
toward students and staff at his school.  The posting included a list of names of students and 
staff, under the heading, “Killing a Few Whitman People, Who would you like to see die”.  The 
threats were to be carried out on May 21, 2009.  The posting was signed by, “whitmanarson”.  
   
 These types of threats are always seriously evaluated, and 2

nd
 District officers were 

assigned to Walt Whitman High School on Tuesday to support the staff and students named 
in the threat while the investigation was being conducted.  It was determined by a thorough 
computer search that the posting was made from Tennessee, by a former Walt Whitman 
student, and that the threats were not likely to be carried out because he is in another state.  
Montgomery County detectives have contacted law enforcement authorities in Tennessee to 
locate and take the suspect into custody.  There will be a public release of that arrest 
information after the suspect is in custody.   
 
 Montgomery County Police have previously investigated reports of inappropriate 
postings on the peoples dirt website after receiving complaints.  However, only one posting, 
that of a topless underage girl in December of 2008, was determined to be illegal.  It was 
removed by the site provider after he was contacted by police.  Anyone who believes that 
there may be an illegal posting or a posting that threatens public safety is asked to call the 
Montgomery County Police non-emergency number at 301-279-8000.   
 

This investigation is continuing.  
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