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  Shelby County Sheriffôs Office           

March 2009                                                                

         Mark H. Luttrell, Jr.  

                              Sheriff 

Dear Fellow Citizen, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to bring you a report of the work this past year by the two 

thousand men and women of the Shelby County Sheriffôs Office.  Our employees have 

dedicated themselves to bring the department to new levels of service and dedication. 

 

Although crime rose almost two percent in Shelby County Patrol Districts during 2008, 

we continued our aggressive fight against crime using data and enforcement tactics 

involving both uniformed and undercover Deputies.  To keep the community informed 

and to encourage the publicôs assistance to report crime, we began sending routine 

updates to neighborhood watch leaders across Shelby County about crime trends, 

especially thefts from motor vehicles and the sites of serious traffic crashes.   

 

Also in this 2008 Annual Report, you will read about our efforts to keep inmates 

secured and safe at the Shelby County Jail facilities for men and women and how the 

many support bureaus in the Administrative Division monitored operations and expenses 

for the Sheriffôs Office.    

 

Thank you for your ideas, suggestions and willingness to work with us as we keep our 

community as safe as possible.  Call on me anytime I may be of assistance.  My number 

is (901) 545-5503. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Sheriff of Shelby County, Tennessee 
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Shelby County Sheriffôs Office Mission Statement 

 
The Shelby County Sheriffôs Office is a full-service law 

enforcement agency and the pre-trial custodial keeper of those who 

are charged with crimes. 

 

It is the mission of the Shelby County Sheriffôs Office to protect 

the lives and property of the citizens of Shelby County, Tennessee, 

to preserve the peace, to maintain a safe and secure jail and to 

prevent crime and disorder while constantly guarding personal 

liberties as prescribed by law. 

 

This must be done with honor and integrity, while conducting 

ourselves by the highest fiscal and ethical standards to maintain 

public confidence. 
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    About The Shelby County Sheriffôs Office   
The Sheriff, as set forth by the Tennessee State Constitution, is the chief law 

enforcement officer of the county.   The Sheriffôs Office works in partnership with all law 

enforcement agencies throughout the 775 square miles of Shelby County. 

Although various cities within the county have their own police forces, Sheriffôs 
Deputies are a vital resource for each of these agencies.  Deputies serve arrest warrants, 

patrol the streets and share responsibilities with these police agencies through ñMetroò 

and ñTask Forceò units.   As an example, the Metro D.U.I. Unit is comprised of officers 

from the Sheriffôs Office and Germantown Police Department.  Other deputies serve on 

various federal task forces regarding narcotics, retail theft, theft from transportation 

companies and internet crimes. 

Other law enforcement duties fulfilled by the Sheriffôs Office include capturing 

fugitives, serving court documents and providing courtroom security in the General 

Sessions, Criminal, Chancery, Circuit and Probate courts. 

 

  Protecting those in our care and custody                                   

at the Shelby County Jail 

The Sheriffôs Office operates the Shelby County Jail.  There are two facilities, one for 

men downtown at 201 Poplar and the other for women in East Memphis at 6201 Haley 

Road.  Juveniles facing adult charges are also housed in separate areas at the Shelby 

County Jail. 

Close supervision is given to inmates to ensure their physical, mental, and spiritual needs 

are met while awaiting trial. The jail is a resource for all Shelby County municipalities. 

Staff training and operational standards are constantly monitored to ensure those in our 

care are provided safe living conditions and fair treatment.    
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