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ATTORNEY, FORMER JUDGE MISCELLE BEST JOINS SHELBY COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE AS EXPEDITOR AND SPECIAL ASSISTANT 

 

Shelby County Sheriff Floyd Bonner, Jr., in a move to safely reduce and stabilize the jail 

population, and with the support of Shelby County Mayor Lee Harris, has created the position 

of Expeditor. Attorney and former Judge Mischelle Best has been hired and accepted the 

position. “I am confident that her experience as a Shelby County General Sessions Court Judge 

will allow her to be successful in this role .,” said Sheriff Bonner.  

 

The Expeditor works closely with the jail’s counseling and medical staff, the District Attorney 

General and Public Defender, the judiciary, and others to determine if there are better programs 

or placements for certain inmates. In 2017, a similar position was created in Juvenile Court at 

the suggestion of the Department of Justice and the Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiatives. 

There have been significant results and Sheriff Bonner believes this will make a difference in the 

jail, particularly with those facing minor charges, relatively low bonds, or who are medically 

fragile. 
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Every day, she reviews to see who could be released safely, and finds them the appropriate place 

to go. She checks with jail medical staff and community health providers to see if 

patients/inmates with serious medical needs could be released to different facilities better 

equipped to provide for them. She works with Regional One Health, Memphis Mental Health 

Institute, and other providers to find services for medically fragile inmates. In working with the 

Tennessee Department of Corrections to ensure dozens of convicted inmates leave the jail every 

week to head to prison. And she ensures that the cases of those booked with low bonds advance 

quickly to have an attorney appointed so they can be released. 

 

“Mrs. Best’s holistic approach -- getting those people out of the jail who have serious medical 

and mental health issues and transferring them to the places where these problems can be 

addressed and thus keeping them out of jail is already helping us,” said Debra Fessenden, Chief 

Legal Advisor for the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office. “The role of a jail is not the place of last 

resort.” 

 

“Her intervening in many of our challenges in the jail population, the arrested, bonded, and 

becoming an advocate for expedient court proceedings, bond and release hearings, can only help 

us in dealing with an daily average of 2,500 inmates in the county jail system,” said Chief Jailer 

Kirk Fields. 

 

Mrs. Best has been in the private practice of law in both civil and criminal matters since January 

2013. Previously, she served a former public defender for more than 20 years and also as a pro-

bono attorney for Delta Commission on Aging and Memphis Area Legal Services.  She served 

as Judge of Division XI, General Sessions Criminal Court, from 1998 until 2006. She served as 

the Domestic Violence Judge for five years. Mrs. Best still serves as a professor at LeMoyne-

Owen College where she has taught for more than 15 years. 

 

Mrs. Best graduated from Treadwell High School and earned her Bachelor of Science and Juris 

Doctorate from Memphis State University (University of Memphis). She is a member of various 

organizations including being a board member of the Women of Liberation, Noble Healer, and 

C.H. Mason Bible College, Memphis Bar Association, National Association of Women 

Attorneys, NAACP, Women of Achievement and League of Women Voters. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

201 Poplar Ave., 9th Floor 

Memphis, TN 38103 

901-222-5500 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“My goals are to do my part in processing people in a just and timely manner,” said Best. “I 

want to work with the jail crisis team to make sure the ones who are supposed to be in jail stay 

there, and to get the others out of there – whether to a mental facility, a place to house special 

needs inmates, long-term care for the sick, or to the Tennessee Department of Corrections.” 
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