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From The Sheriff 

I would like to offer special thanks to all of the 
employees of the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office 
for going the extra mile this past month. We 

have faced the continuing pandemic and we 
have continually taken precautions to protect 
ourselves, detainees, and the greater 

community. During the recent winter weather 
disruptions, as well as the water pressure 
problems at 201 Poplar and the main jail, so 

many stepped up to help each other out. Who 
knew that a 5,000 gallon water tanker would be 
needed to help solve plumbing issues at the jail! 

Again, thank you and keep up the good work. 

 

COMMAND COLLEGE OFFERS LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Sheriff Bonner commissioned the development of a new virtual leadership training program in partnership with the 

National Command College. Leadership and professional development are important to the success of every 

organization. Sheriff Bonner is committed to investing in the success of our most valuable assets, the men and 

women who serve the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office. Each of you are encouraged to take advantage of the 

leadership opportunities offered through the SCSO Command College through this program. A link to the SCSO 

Command College has been placed on the “Sheriff901” page. Employees will receive welcome emails to register for 

the SCSO Command College Leadership training over the next few days. The first group of emails was sent March 3. 

The National Command College will send emails to everyone by Monday, March 8. All commissioned, non-

commissioned, and civilian employees are invited to participate in this virtual leadership development 

program. Both your username and password will be your Shelby County Sheriff’s Office email address. (If the email is 

blocked by Mimecast, please click “Permit” to permit all emails from National 

Command College.) You are invited to a voluntary training session on the new 

SCSO Command College and Career Ladder Program. All deputies, officers, and 

civilians interested in the Command College Leadership Development classes 

are encouraged to attend one session. 

Upcoming training sessions are listed at the following times, dates and locations: 

Training Academy Lecture Hall:  

Friday, March 5, 3:00 pm 

Saturday, March 13, 1:00 pm 

201 Poplar in the Jail ODR Conference Room:  

Tuesday, March 9, 1:00 pm, 3:00 pm, or 11:00 pm                                         

Thursday, March 11, 1:00 pm, 3:00 pm, or 11:00 pm 

(Registration for these in-person overview training sessions is required.) 

 

CHIEF POLICY ADVISOR RECEIVES SHINING STAR AWARD 

On December 11, Shelby County Mayor Lee Harris virtually honored “Shining Stars” 
who work for the county, and this included SCSO’s Chief Policy Advisor Debra 

Fessenden. She was honored for her outside-the-box thinking in solving issues and 
implementing a new process that positively impacts others. Ms. Fessenden has been 
instrumental in assisting the Sheriff’s Office in developing a communicable disease 

and virus prevention and mitigation response plan for our detention facilities. She 
volunteers her time mentoring detainees at the Shelby County Jail. She hosts a book 
club at the jail and directs a life skills program. Her innovative approach in offering 

real solutions to real problems is a great asset to the Sheriff in his management of 
corrections and law enforcement. “I truly do work with the smart folks – the ones who 

want to achieve great things for this community, and the people we serve – through teamwork in the Sheriff’s Office, 
the Health Department, Juvenile Court, throughout the criminal justice community, and far beyond,” said Fessenden. 
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SGT. KATIE MCKINNIE HONORED 

The Shelby County Crime Victims & Rape Crisis Center recognized several people leading the movement to end 

sexual violence. The Shelby County Division of Community Services’ February 2021 Inspiration issue included a 
feature on SCSO Sergeant Katie McKinnie whose work on behalf of victims of sexual violence has stood out. Sgt. 

McKinnie has worked for Shelby County Government for 27 years, 24 of those with the 

Sheriff’s Office. Sgt. McKinnie has worked in the SCSO Sex Crimes Division for 11 years; 
seven of them assigned to the FBI’s Human Trafficking Task Force. Her tireless work on 
behalf of child and adult victims of sexual violence is lauded by CVRCC staff as well as our 

partners at the Memphis Child Advocacy Center and the TN Department of Children’s 
Services. When asked if she would allow us to feature her in this month’s Black History Month 

article, Sgt. McKinnie stated that she never thought she would be recognized; that she does 
the work because of her passion for helping those who need help the most – victims of 
violence. Thank you to all of the African-American women who, like Sgt. McKinnie, continue to 

lead our efforts to raise awareness of and prevent sexual violence. 

 

TRANSITION SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Three new Law Enforcement deputies began patrol duties February 10 for the 
Shelby County Sheriff’s Office. These deputies completed an Accelerated Law 

Enforcement Transition School, approximately 13 weeks of training for those 
joining SCSO from another law enforcement agency. Sheriff Floyd Bonner, Jr. 
congratulates each of them – James Beachum, Jr., Mark Clear, Jr., and Justin 

Toliver -- as they begin this new chapter of their careers in serving the citizens 
of Memphis and Shelby County. CLICK HERE 

 

 

CORRECTIONS RECRUIT CLASS GRADUATES 

The Shelby County Sheriff’s Office held a graduation ceremony for 

Corrections Deputy Recruit Class #79 on February 11 at Faith Baptist 

Church in Bartlett. Sheriff Floyd Bonner, Jr. encouraged the graduates to 

conduct themselves to the highest standards and to serve with honor 

and integrity. Congratulations to Latrica Allen-Jackson, Christopher 

Austin, Marquita Bradley, Tekeva Brown, Bianca Granberry, Tameka 

Hawthorne, Jacquane Hunter, Brandon Lawson, Tyler Mabry, Jessica 

Norman, and Jonathan Taylor. CLICK HERE 

 

JUVENILE DETENTION LEADERS RECOGNIZED NATIONALLY 

A webinar was hosted by the “Stop Solitary for Kids Campaign,” on January 12 and was 

sponsored by the Center for Juvenile Justice Reform at Georgetown University in Washington, 
DC. There is widespread awareness and well-documented research of the serious harms and 
ineffectiveness of solitary confinement within the youth justice field. Some jurisdictions have 

made significant progress in reducing or eliminating solitary confinement while increasing 
safety in youth facilities. The COVID-19 pandemic, however, has presented new challenges for 
many facilities keeping young people safe from the virus without sacrificing important 

programming, services, treatment, and engagement. In this webinar, presented by the Stop 
Solitary for Kids Campaign, three juvenile justice agency leaders discussed the lessons they 
have learned about navigating the impact of COVID-19 without relying on isolation for youth. 

One of the panelists was Deidra Bridgeforth, Assistant Chief, Juvenile Detention Services & 
Jail East, Shelby County Sheriff's Office. Parker Quinlan, a reporter with the Juvenile Justice Information Exchange, 
followed up the webinar by interviewing two SCSO employees, Assistant Chief Bridgeforth and Joyce Anderson, 

Juvenile Program Manager. The story is about the Tennessee Shakespeare Co. working with incarcerated youth in 
Shelby County, and the impact that has on their rehabilitation while incarcerated. CLICK HERE 
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SCSO DONATES TO FEED THE NEEDY 

Sheriff Floyd Bonner, Jr., on behalf of the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office, 

makes a donation to Feed the Needy organization on February 12 at the 

Training Academy. Sheriff Bonner, along with members of the SCSO 

leadership, presented a check for $2,000 to Chairman/CEO Ruth Rawlings

-Banks, thanking her for all the good work her organization does in the 

community, year after year. Also, through a donation by Feed the Needy, 

Bears Catering made 313 lunches, which were distributed to various 

bureaus in the Sheriff’s Office throughout Shelby County. Thank you to all 

for your generosity. CLICK HERE 

 

JAIL EAST CONTINUES VIRTUAL INSTRUCTION 

Jail East for Women hosted a virtual visit in January from the TN Department of 

Labor and Workforce Development for its HISET (High School Equivalency Test 

or GED). The purpose of the visit was to see how instructions to the detainees 

are delivered virtually. Additionally, Mrs. Rohbi Yow and Mr. Charles Johnson, 

instructors for Hope Works, told Katrina 

Thompson, Programs Manager at Jail East, 

of the state’s desire to attend the virtual 

class. “I understand the state contact, Laura 

Chartier, was amazed that the Jail East 

programs have kept on despite COVID difficulties and that Jail East is continuing 

to offer inmates educational classes during the pandemic,” said Thompson. 

CLICK HERE 

 

JAIL EAST RECEIVES BOOK DONATION 

On January 19, Shelby County Commissioner Tami Sawyer asked Joyce Anderson, Juvenile 

Program Manager for SCSO Jail Division, and Katrina Thompson to come downtown to pick up 

books donated by her sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha. Thompson, a member of the sorority as 

well, received the donation of more than 200 books, which are designated for both the women 

and juvenile detainees. Ashley L. Haynes, Legislative Research Analyst for Commissioner 

Sawyer, is pictured along with Thompson. 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION FOR EMPLOYEES 

A recent email to all SCSO employees included an information flyer 

for a scholarship through the Tennessee Highway Safety Office and 

AAA-The Auto Club. If you have any questions, please go to 

www.ReduceTNCrashes.org/Scholarship or email 

admin@reducetncrashes.org or call 931-372-6302. (The SCSO is 

not a partner in this scholarship program. Please contact the TN 

Highway Safety Office at the number above if you have any 

questions. CLICK HERE ) 
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