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From The Sheriff 

I would like to offer special thanks to employees of the Shelby 
County Sheriff’s Office for all they do for the people in West 
Tennessee. Please read in this issue about deputies saving lives, 
corrections personnel assisting the community, and civilian 
employees raising awareness. Day in and day out, you make 

sacrifices to make our cities and county a great place to live and 
work. I offer my heartfelt thanks. Keep up the good work! 

 

 

 

RECRUITS TOUR CIVIL RIGHTS MUSEUM 

Shelby County Sheriff Floyd Bonner, Jr. and his Director of Training, Chief 
Inspector Anthony Buckner, met with the SCSO recruit class March 19 as 
they toured the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis. The recruits 
were introduced to valuable civil rights history before beginning their law 
enforcement careers. We would like to thank the museum staff for 
providing our recruits with an outstanding tour. The website for the National 
Civil Rights Museum. CLICK HERE. 

 

VANCE AVENUE DELIVERIES 

The Vance Avenue Youth Development Center (VAYDC) received a 
truckload of food which was donated by St. Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Memphis. It was delivered March 16 by members of the Shelby County 
Sheriff’s Office. Sheriff Floyd Bonner, Jr. assisted his deputies with the food 
deliveries and took time to thank Ms. Barbara Nesbit for her outstanding 
work with the Memphis youth. According to Ms. Nesbit, Director of the 
VAYDC, this donation will allow her to feed an estimated 100 people in 
need. Ms. Nesbit thanked everyone involved in this effort. To learn more, 
visit their website.  CLICK HERE. 

 

 

LT. MICHAEL POPE RECOGNIZED 

Lieutenant Michael Pope, Special Victims Unit, has graduated from the School 
of Police Staff and Command (SPSC) at Northwestern University. The 22-week 
Staff and Command program was held in Evanston, Illinois from September 14, 
2020 – February 28, 2021. This program, which was implemented by the Center 
for Public Safety in 1983, has graduated over 25,000 students both nationally 
and internationally. Lieutenant Michael Pope was a student in SPSC Class #487 
which accommodated a total of 21 students. The School of Police Staff and 
Command provides upper-level college instruction in a total of 27 core blocks of 
instruction and additional optional blocks during each session. Some major 
topics of study include: Leadership, Applied Statistics, Planning and Policy 
Development, Budgeting and Resource Allocation. Each student is academically challenged through 
written examinations, projects, presentations and quizzes in addition to completing a staff study paper 
that are all required parts of the curriculum. Upon successful completion, students may be awarded a 
total of 6 units of undergraduate credit from Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois.  
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RESERVE RECRUITS BEGIN TRAINING 

Shelby County Sheriff’s Office officials welcomed six new Reserve Deputy Sheriff Recruits on March 15 
as they began nine months of intensive law enforcement training, three evenings a week. These young 
men volunteer their time to serve their fellow citizens of Shelby County while working in their own careers. 
Please welcome -- Deputies Christopher Brown, Joseph Gumban, Lavon Harvey, Robert Johnson, 
Raymond Moore, and George Sultani. CLICK HERE. 

 

SHERIFF BONNER AND WIFE AUDREY DONATE TO SCHOOLS 

Sheriff Floyd Bonner, Jr. and his wife Audrey made a personal donation 
of school supplies to support the Shelby County Schools (SCS) during 
the Uniform and School Supply Drive-Thru event, held March 4 at the 
Shelby County Board of Education. While attending this event, the 
Sheriff conducted a short interview on radio 88.5 FM, the voice of SCS, 
and discussed the importance of young people receiving a top-quality 
education. Sheriff Bonner also met with the SCS Superintendent, Dr. 
Joris Ray, as he showed the Sheriff some of the generous donations 
from the community. CLICK HERE. 

 

DEPUTY FEATURED IN NEBRASKA NEWSMAGAZINE 

Law enforcement Deputy Ron Sisson is a fan of all Nebraska sports teams but lives in 
Memphis and hasn’t seen the Huskers play in person in about four years. However, 
this past March the Nebraska women’s basketball team played two games in the 
WNIT, just 40 yards down the hallway from his office at Collierville High School, where 
Sisson serves as a school resource officer. Read the complete article. 

 

JAIL EAST MANAGER RECEIVES VICTIMS’ RIGHTS AWARD 

Katrina Thompson, Education Program Manager at SCSO’s Jail East facility, was 
recognized for her work at Jail East by Ellen Edge and the Shelby County Crime 
Victims & Rape Crisis Center (CVRCC). She received the Community Outreach & 
Prevention National Crime Victims’ Rights Week award during National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week (NCVRW), which is commemorated April 18–24. Thompson works with 
the victims with a hands-on approach by supporting and mentoring them to think 
positively about themselves regardless of their situation. She assists victims of crime 
by nurturing and coaching them back into society. She has also connected victims 

with Dress for Success Memphis to obtain clothing, develop job skills, and to continue 
educational programming that leads to their growth and development. CLICK HERE. 

 

MEMPHIS COACH SPEAKS AT MMACP 

University of Memphis head football coach Ryan Silverfield spoke at the Memphis 

Metropolitan Area Chiefs of Police (MMACP) luncheon, held March 24 at the SCSO 
Training Academy. Sheriff Floyd Bonner, Jr. and Chief Deputy Scott Wright took a 
photo with him following the meeting. 

 

ASIAN-AMERICAN RALLY AT SHELBY FARMS 

Sheriff Floyd Bonner, Jr. attended the March 21 Asian Candlelight Vigil as a guest 
speaker, along with Shelby County Mayor Lee Harris. Both men showed their 
support for the vigil’s cause in raising awareness to stop the hate and violence 
against Asians. The event was held near the Shelby Farms Visitor Center, and 
attendance was estimated to be between 400 to 500 people. CLICK HERE. 
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DEPUTIES RECOGNIZED FOR SAVING LIFE 

The SCSO is proud to highlight the quick actions and dedication 
to duty of Deputy Christopher Overly and Deputy Gvonie Jeffries. 
On April 24, these two law enforcement deputies responded to a 
vehicle crash on Houston Levee Road, south of Macon Road, in 
eastern Shelby County. A vehicle was overturned and submerged 
underwater in a 15-foot ditch with the driver trapped inside the 
car. Both deputies climbed down into the ditch, entered the water 

that was chest high, and fought against a fast-running current that tried to sweep them away, caused by 
the flash flooding. They were able to safely extract the driver, who was the only occupant in the vehicle. 
Congratulations, Deputy Overly and Deputy Jeffries, for a job well done! CLICK HERE. 

 

DEPUTIES RECOGNIZED FOR LIFE-SAVING RESUSCITATION 

On April 14, Deputies Marquette Boyd and Russell Hubbard 
responded to a man down inside the Shelby County Criminal Justice 
Center located at 201 Poplar Ave. A man in his late 50’s was found 
non-responsive and did not have a pulse. Deputy Hubbard began 
CPR while Deputy Boyd retrieved an automated external defibrillator 
(AED). Deputies Hubbard and Boyd attempted to resuscitate the 
man, which included two shocks from the AED. Deputy Michael 

Bullock arrived and began assisting with the life-saving efforts. Deputies Hubbard, 
Boyd, and Bullock continued their teamwork to provide aid until Memphis Fire 
Department Emergency Medical Service arrived. MFD transported the man to Regional 
One where he survived. The deputies did not hesitate to use their training. Their quick 
actions contributed to saving the man’s life. CLICK HERE. 

 

SCSO CHAPLAINS GATHER WITH NEW COORDINATOR 

SCSO held an In-Service day for Law Enforcement Chaplains last week at the Training Academy. 
Reserve Deputy Lieutenant Danny Frizzell is the Chaplain Coordinator for the Sheriff’s Office, taking over 
after the passing of Chaplain Mitch Dunn last year. Chaplains respond to assignments made by the 
Chaplain Coordinator or Shelby County Sheriff’s Office Supervisors. They assist in making death 

notifications or other notifications as requested by deputies. The Law 
Enforcement Chaplains are: Pastor Tim Foster, Navy Chaplain, Pastor at 
Highland Heights Presbyterian Church; Pastor Eddie Thompson, Associate 
Pastor First Assembly of God, Cordova; Chaplain Dave Mowbray, Navy 
Chaplain, Attends Community Baptist Church, Millington; Father Don Brooks, 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal, Covington; and Pastor Keith Norman, First Baptist 
Church - Broad, Memphis. Also, Rabbi Joel Finkelstein, Anshei Sphard-Beth El 
Emeth Synagogue, Memphis, serves as Chaplain at Methodist Health Care; 

Reverend Cornelious Sanders, ministers at Promise Development Corporation and attends Hope 
Presbyterian, Cordova; Pastor Scott Greer, New Hope Christian Church, Bartlett; Don Riley, founder and 
Executive Director of Discipling Men, attends Second Presbyterian, Memphis; and Danny Frizzell, 
Manantial De Vida Assembly of God Church, Memphis. CLICK HERE. 

 

PPE DELIVERY TO AREA SCHOOLS 

The Shelby County Education Foundation invited Sheriff Floyd Bonner, Jr. 
(who earlier assisted with their fundraiser) to attend spring presentations of 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to Shelby County Schools. The PPE 
includes items like hand sanitizer, face masks, and disinfecting cleaning 
supplies. The supplies were purchased with money donated from generous 
private citizens and other organizations in Shelby County and then 
organized and delivered by The Knowledge Tree store to Arlington Middle, 
Millington High, and Oak Elementary. CLICK HERE 

 

CALEA ACCREDITATION 

The Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies, Inc. (CALEA) recognizes the Shelby 
County Sheriff’s Office for receiving Law Enforcement Accreditation for the fifth time. This award remains 
in effect for four years. CLICK HERE. 
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JAIL EXPEDITOR MISCHELE BEST HIGHLIGHTED 

The Tennessee Bar Association published an article about women 
judges in Shelby County. Click on the article to see our own Mischelle 
Best in the photo—from her time as an elected General Sessions 
Criminal Courts Judge. What an amazing group of women! Judge 
Bernice Donald, who sits on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit, recently co-wrote this article in the Commercial Appeal 
highlighting the powerful contributions of women to the Shelby County 

bench. 

 

DEPUTY AUSTIN HOWARD RECOGNIZED 

An e-mail was sent to the Sheriff from a (Ret.) Battalion Chief of the Memphis Fire 
Department expressing his appreciation for Deputy Howard going over and beyond the 

normal call of duty on March 28, 2021. In his e-mail, he stated as he was traveling west 
on Milton Wilson Road he noticed a patrol vehicle blocking a lane of traffic. As he came 
closer he saw Deputy Howard out in the road cutting back limbs from a tree, clearing 
the roadway. “It makes me proud to know you are out there making things safer for our 
community. You are to be commended for your actions,” he wrote. After being notified 
by this Shelby County citizen, Sheriff Floyd Bonner commended Deputy Austin Howard 
of Uniform Patrol and sent him a note of thanks for his outstanding service. 

 

NATIONAL PUBLIC SAFETY TELECOMMUNICATIONS WEEK 

During the week of April 11-17, SCSO celebrated the hard work and accomplishments of our men and 
women who serve as Telecommunications Professionals. National Public Safety Communications Week 

is a time when people from all over the law enforcement community 
express our sincere thanks and appreciation for those who work in 
telecommunications. Sheriff Bonner stated, “Our dispatchers are a 
critical component in public safety. On average, our dispatchers answer 
nearly 25,000 calls per month. They are a critical link between our 
citizens who seek help and our deputies who are ready to assist them. I 
am very proud to celebrate our dedicated men and women who stand 
ready to answer those calls.” CLICK HERE. 

 

PRISON MINISTRY SHINES THE LIGHT OF HOPE 

Lemuel Vega and his wife Donna Vega began this prison ministry approximately 20 years ago. His love 
for prison work began while he was in prison seeing the volunteers visiting weekly to bring hope inside 
the prison walls. We want to recognize and thank volunteer Janise Brooks and her team for reaching out 
to Christmas Behind Bars regarding care packets for SCSO Jails and Detention Center. On March 19, 
Christmas Behind Bars prison ministry arrived in a semi-truck at the Shelby County Jail to provide 2,400 
gift care packages containing all kinds of snack items, 
granola bars, pretzels chips, Ramen noodles, cereal, 
candy bars, and devotional materials. These care 
packets ensured every inmate and detainee at all three 
facilities - CJC 201 Poplar, Jail East, and Juvenile Court 

- would receive their very own care packet full of gifts of 
hope from strangers who they have never met. The 
unloading and distribution of 2,400 large care packets 
was a massive undertaking. Several teams were 
involved including warehouse/dock manager Ryan 
Leech and his staff members Officer James Norris, 
Ronald Berkley, Shaun Graham, several inmate trustee workers along with counselors’ Shounderick 
Ward and Gerald Sanford. Our entire specialized unit members of GIU/DRT Officers Ross, Davis, 
Stewart, Turner, Smith, Robertson, Gatewood, Moore, Johnson, Sgt. Trevis Matthews, and led by Sgt. 
Carlos Atkins, Officer Keeley Gray, Detective Jackie Matthews, and Mark Berryhill, Coordinator of 
Volunteer/Religious and Legal Services. A special thank you to Vivian R. Ellis, Programs Manager, 
Assistant Chief Tiffany Ward for her leadership, help and approval of projects like this to help shine a light 
of hope, especially for those inmates/detainees who are indigent. CLICK HERE. 
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SHERIFF BONNER THANKS MPD DIRECTOR RALLINGS 

At the April 16 retirement ceremony for Memphis Police Director Michael 
Rallings at Bellevue Baptist, Shelby County Sheriff Floyd Bonner, Jr. 
presented him with a sheriff's badge, making him an honorary deputy sheriff. 
Congratulations, Director Rallings, on your decades of faithful service. CLICK 
HERE. 

 

FEEDING THE NEEDY AT EASTER 

The Shelby County Sheriff’s Office participated in the Feed the Needy 
Easter Basket delivery to 3,500 families throughout the Mid-South, including 
families contacted through Latino Memphis. Thank you to law enforcement 
recruits, civil deputies, corrections deputies, criminal courts deputies, civil 
courts deputies, and clerical staff for volunteering for this charitable 

outreach. CLICK HERE. 

 

JEANS, CHUCKS, AND CUFFS 

Denim Day, April 28, 2021, helps support survivors of sexual violence in Memphis and Shelby County. 
Denim Day is a campaign on the last Wednesday in April in honor of Sexual Assault Awareness Month. 

The campaign began after a ruling by the Italian Supreme Court in 1998, where a rape conviction was 
overturned because the justices felt that since the victim was 
wearing tight jeans she must have helped the person who raped 
her remove her jeans, thereby implying consent. The following 
day, the women in the Italian Parliament came to work wearing 
jeans in solidarity with the victim. As the longest-running sexual 
violence prevention and education campaign in history, Denim 
Day asks community members, elected officials, businesses and 
students to make a social statement with their fashion statement 
by wearing jeans on this day as a visible means of protest against 
the misconceptions that surround sexual violence. For more 

information, contact the Shelby County Crime Victims & Rape Crisis Center (CVRCC), located at 1060 
Madison Avenue. CLICK HERE. 

 

SHERIFF’S CHARITY GOLF CLASSIC 

Thank you to all of the sponsors, participants, volunteers, patrons, and 
vendors who made donations to the 2021 Shelby County Sheriff’s Office 
Charity Golf Classic at Orgill Golf Course in Millington. Thanks to the SCSO 
Community Relations office for planning and organizing the event. Proceeds 
benefitted our adopted school, Vollentine Elementary. A special shout-out to 
Midsouth Solutions for their assistance with the tournament. CLICK HERE. 

 

METHODIST LEBONHEUR HEALTHCARE, SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

PARTNER TOGETHER FOR SUICIDE PREVENTION 

In an effort to decrease the number of suicides in Tennessee, Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare (MLH) 
and the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office (SCSO) are working to distribute firearm safety education 

materials and gun locks to at-risk patients. SCSO 
recently donated a supply of gun locks for MLH to 
distribute through its primary care offices. “Suicides in 
Tennessee have been steadily increasing over time,” 
said Dr. Laura Shultz, director of Behavioral Health for 
Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare. “With firearms 
accounting for about 60 percent of all suicide deaths in 
the State, we appreciate the Sheriff’s Office placing 
priority on firearm awareness and gun safety as part of 
our suicide prevention efforts.” 

“In the law enforcement profession, we have a higher suicide rate than in the general population,” said 
Shelby County Sheriff Floyd Bonner, Jr. “It’s important for us to raise awareness and connect those in 
need with resources that can save lives. The loss of any life is tragic.” 

https://www.facebook.com/ShelbyTNSheriff/posts/10157468055191991
https://www.facebook.com/ShelbyTNSheriff/posts/10157468055191991
https://www.facebook.com/ShelbyTNSheriff/posts/10157436544616991
https://www.facebook.com/ShelbyTNSheriff/posts/10157485096241991
https://www.facebook.com/ShelbyTNSheriff/posts/10157494027956991

