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MESSAGE FROM SHERIFF FLOYD BONNER, JR.
As we begin to celebrate the upcoming holidays, 
be sure that you and your families stay safe 
in all that you do. I firmly believe that the men 
and women serving in our corrections and law 
enforcement ranks are among the finest in the 
nation. I am deeply grateful for the dedication 
and sacrifice you bring to the job every day. On 
behalf of Chief Deputy Scott Wright and Chief 
Jailer Kirk Fields, have a Happy Thanksgiving!

FEEDING THE NEEDY DURING THE HOLIDAYS
The Shelby County Sheriff’s Office was one of 40 organizations partnering with the 
Feed the Needy 2020 Thanksgiving Campaign initiative, which provides resources 
and food to impoverished neighborhoods in Memphis and the Midsouth during the 
holidays. Ruth Rawlings-Banks, Feed the Needy Chairman/CEO, organized the 26th 
annual event Nov. 21 at the Shelby County Schools building on Jackson Avenue. 
Dozens of SCSO command staff, deputies, employees, and volunteers loaded and 
distributed hundreds of the Thanksgiving food baskets to schools, centers, organiza-
tions, and individuals throughout Shelby County. (Click here for more photos.)

LAW ENFORCEMENT GRADUATION
SCSO congratulates 23 new deputy sheriffs who were recognized in a graduation 
ceremony held Nov. 12 at Faith Baptist Church in Bartlett. Nineteen deputy sheriffs 

from Basic Law Enforcement Recruit Class #2006 
and four deputies from Transition School #2006 
were honored for their commitment and dedication. 
We wish each of them well as they begin this new 
chapter of their careers in serving the citizens of 
Shelby County. Special thanks to the 100 Club of 
Memphis for donating face masks to the Sheriff’s 

Office. (Click HERE for video of the ceremony and HERE for more photos.)
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(Click to play Thanksgiving message.)

https://www.facebook.com/ShelbyTNSheriff/posts/10157150597776991
https://www.facebook.com/faith.baptist.71/videos/3400086933440413/
https://www.facebook.com/ShelbyTNSheriff/posts/10157132827571991
https://www.shelby-sheriff.org/
https://twitter.com/ShelbyTNSheriff
https://www.youtube.com/user/ShelbySheriffTV
https://www.instagram.com/shelbytnsheriff/
https://www.facebook.com/ShelbyTNSheriff
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKmbWMP9-8o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKmbWMP9-8o


Shelby County Sheriff ’s Office
201 Poplar Ave., Suite 9-26 
public-info@shelby-sheriff.org 
(901) 222-5500 (office)
www.shelby-sheriff.org

Find us!

SCSO COLLECTING FOR ANGEL TREE PROGRAM
Christmas is a magical time of the year for our Adopted School Angels. It’s the time of 
year for the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office to help make wishes come true. This year, 
SCSO has committed to providing gifts to our Adopted School Angels. For many, 
these gifts will be the only ones they receive this Christmas. In the past, your gener-
ous donations have given hope and happiness to our most vulnerable little ones. How 
does one get an Angel? Contact Davina Jones, Community Relations Coordinator, 
at davina.jones@shelby-sheriff.org to receive an Angel. All main Jail, Jail East and 
Juvenile Court personnel should contact Joyce Jones at joyce.jones@shelby-sheriff.
org. Gifts are needed by December 15-16, when they will be distributed at Vollentine 
Elementary School. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, a drive-through format will take 
place this year. Thank you for your continued generosity and assistance in making a 
child’s wish come true.

TRAINING FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT, CORRECTIONS CLASSES 
The Shelby County Sheriff’s Office 
began training programs this week 
Nov. 17 for new Law Enforcement 
Deputy Recruit and Corrections 
Deputy Recruit classes at the SCSO 
Training Academy. Sheriff Floyd 
Bonner, Jr. and his Law Enforce-
ment and Corrections command 
staff welcomed the 36 new recruits 
and wished them well in their stud-
ies and training. Members of the Civilian Hiring Committee also attended the meet 
and greet. (Click here for more photos.)

NEW JAIL CHAPLAINS APPOINTED, SWORN IN
SCSO held a Chaplain Corps swearing-in ceremony on Oct. 29 at the Training Acad-
emy for four newly-appointed chaplains to the jail chaplain staff. Pastors Eric Givens, 
James Bulloch, Shawn Cook, and Walter Green were sworn in by Chief Jailer Kirk 
Fields. Chaplain Coordinator Mark Berryhill explained that the chaplains take an oath 
to uphold and abide by the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office and the Jail Division Chap-
lain Corps, International Conference of Police Chaplains’ bylaws, policies, and canon 

of ethics. The mission of the Chaplain’s 
Corps is to support the Shelby County 
Sheriff’s Office in providing a source of 
strength to corrections deputies, civil-
ian employees, their families, and the 
community. The Chaplain Corps also 
gives supports during crisis situations, 
comforts victims and their families, and 
provides counseling and other minis-

terial functions. Eric Givens is Senior Pastor of Second Baptist Church, Coldwater. 
James Bulloch is Senior Pastor and Founder, Christ Covenant Church International. 
Shawn Cook is a member of Innovation Church and serves as Finance Manager of 
the SCSO Jail and volunteer chaplain of the Living Branches of Christ: Faith-Based 
Recovery Ministry. Walter Green is Senior Pastor of Friendship Baptist Church.
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JAIL EAST FEMALE DETAINEES RECEIVE DONATIONS FROM 
WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION
An infectious spirit was exhibited by the 
newly-inducted members of the Nation-
al Coalition of 100 Black Women, Mem-
phis Chapter, as they completed its first 
service project in October. Inductees 
provided journals, adult coloring books, 
puzzles, art pads and other items to the 
female detainees at the Shelby County 
Sheriff’s Office Jail East Women’s Fa-
cility. According to Chief Inspector Takietha Tuggle, these donations will help provide 
impactful, positive reinforcement to the women of the facility. “There is no exercise 
better for the heart than reaching down and lifting people up,” said Katrina Thompson, 
Programs Manager for Jail East. “This meaningful display of compassion will tran-
scend far beyond the walls of this women’s facility into the hearts and minds of the 
women who are in pursuit to use power and passion to evoke transformative change.” 
Nearly 200 women and adjudicated youths are detained at Jail East. The act of kind-
ness and humility displayed by this initiative serves as a continued testament to the 
selfless acts of support and voluntarism by the National Coalition of 100 Black Wom-
en, which works vigorously to provide assistance to black women and girls throughout 
our county. (Click here for more photos.)

SCSO RECEIVES DONATIONS FOR K-9 UNIT
The Shelby County Sheriff’s Office would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to the S.Y. 
Wilson & Co. store in Arlington, Tennessee for their generosity. On Oct. 7, the com-

pany donated five “tracking vests” to be worn 
by the hard-working dogs of the SCSO canine 
unit. These vests allow the dog handlers different 
locations to attach their leash to the dog. A line 
can even be safely attached to the tracking vest 
should there ever be a need to lower the canine 
down from a tall height, such as a traffic overpass, 
ravine, or from a building. The SCSO canine unit 
accepted the vest donations from Robert Win-

stead of S.Y. Wilson in front of their store at Historic Depot Square, a mainstay within 
the Arlington community. (Click here for another photo.)

HOPE CHURCH SUPPORTS SCSO
Thank you to Hope Church in Cordova for 
their donation of 300 treats to the members of 
the Uniform Patrol Bureau. They dropped off 
the goodies Nov. 20 at the SCSO substation 
in Arlington to Chief Inspector Derek Mills, 
Lieutenant Tony Townsend, and Captain John 
Rada.
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SHELBY COUNTY SENDS TREATS, HONORS VETERANS
Chief Inspector John Mills (former U.S. Navy) and Deputy Wesley Parks (U.S. Army 
Reserves) hold the medallion pin and gift boxes sent to the Sheriff’s Office from 
Shelby County Government to honor veterans in 
the Sheriff’s Office. Each week during the month of 
November, Shelby County Government featured 
“Veterans’ Highlight.”
Here are some from the Sheriff’s Office:
JOHN GARCIA - Sheriff Lieutenant, Sheriff’s Office 
- https://www.shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/
View/37866/John-Garcia---2020 
JONATHAN LESS, Sheriff Sergeant, Sheriff’s Office 
https://www.shelbycountytn.gov/DocumentCenter/
View/37919/Jonathan-Less---2020 
MARRITTA MARTIN – Jail Sergeant, Sheriff’s Office – https://www.shelbycountytn.
gov/DocumentCenter/View/37973/Marritta-Martin---2020 
KAMISHA BAGGINS – Corrections Deputy, Sheriff’s Office - https://www.shelbycoun-
tytn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/37974/Kamisha-Baggins---2020

SHERIFF BONNER SPEAKS TO JUVENILES
Sheriff Floyd Bonner spoke to parents and juveniles 
at Juvenile Court on Nov. 17 at the Second Chance 
program for those caught with weapons. He urged the 
youths to follow the right path and remain out of trouble 
starting now, at this point in their lives, before it be-
comes too late.

SAFETY TIPS TO REMEMBER DURING THE HOLIDAYS
The Shelby County Sheriff’s Office is issuing some safety tips ahead of the holidays. 
We encourage you to share this list of tips with families and friends and help others 
avoid becoming a victim. (Click here to see image in social media post.)
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