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MESSAGE FROM SHERIFF FLOYD BONNER, JR.
Now that we are in the month of October 2020, I have served as the Shelby County 
Sheriff for more than two years. Although I have served Shelby County for more than 
40 years, these past two years have been a true blessing. I firmly believe that the 
men and women serving in our Corrections and Law Enforcement ranks are among 
the finest in the nation. The citizens of Shelby County are in good hands because I 
know that these deputies give their best each and every day. And to everyone who 
works to support them, I am deeply grateful to the dedication and sacrifice you bring 
to the job every day. Thank you!

DEPUTIES, RESERVES, VOLUNTEERS RECEIVE PROMOTIONS
Congratulations to all 52 Shelby County Sheriff’s Of-
fice personnel who were promoted in a ceremony held 
September 24 at Faith Baptist Church in Bartlett. Sheriff 
Floyd Bonner, Jr., Chief Deputy Scott Wright, and Chief 
Jailer Kirk Fields congratulated the honorees for their 
hard work and dedication. Eleven Law Enforcement 
Deputies, 31 Corrections Deputies, four Reserve Depu-

ties, and six Emergency Services volunteers received promotions.
(Click here for more photos.)

FORMER SHERIFF GENE BARKSDALE HONORED
Thank you to all who made the 98th birthday of 
former Shelby County Sheriff Gene Barksdale a 
celebration to remember. It was held on August 3 
at Elmcroft Senior Living facility in Bartlett. Sheriff 
Barksdale, who served as Shelby County Sheriff 
from 1976-1986, was saluted with a drive-by pro-
cessional of 21 law enforcement vehicles (and one 
Yellow Cab). Sheriff Floyd Bonner, Jr. read an offi-
cial proclamation honoring Barksdale and presented the former sheriff with a number 
of gifts, including a commemorative 200th anniversary badge. A proclamation by the 
City of Memphis and Shelby County Mayor Lee Harris declared August 3, 2020, as 

Eugene L. Barksdale Day. Representatives from 
Millington, Bartlett, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and 
former Sheriff/County Mayor Bill Morris offered 
congratulations and best wishes. Thank you to 
family, friends, Elmcroft staff, SCSO command 
staff, and deputies for attending the ceremony.
(Click HERE and HERE for more photos.)
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SHERIFF ANNOUNCES CIVILIAN HIRING COMMITTEE
Shelby County Sheriff Floyd Bonner, Jr. announced the formation of a Civilian Hiring 
Committee on September 18. This citizen-comprised panel will participate in the se-
lection process for future Sheriff Deputies. Sheriff Bonner established this committee 
as he continues to evaluate areas of reform within the Sheriff’s office. “These citizens 
will be a tremendous asset to our hiring process,” said Sheriff Bonner. “I am confident 
that this diverse group of panelists will help us to hire the best group of Deputy Sher-
iffs to serve the citizens of Memphis and Shelby County.” This volunteer committee 
will be impaneled for a one-year term. The Sheriff’s office will consider new members 
in the fall of 2021. Members include:
Honorable James C. Beasley, Jr., retired Criminal Court Judge
James Jones, III, President, Teamsters Local 667
Bishop Brandon Porter, Pastor, Greater Community Temple
Steve Stamson, Chairman, Shelby County Election Committee
Vickie Terry, Executive Director, NAACP

NORTHAVEN COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP 
On August 8, SCSO participated in the Northaven community’s celebration of Shelby 
County Government providing the first-ever solid waste service to the community. 
A cleanup event, “Keeping Northaven Clean,” was conducted by volunteers and led 
by the Northaven Community Asso-
ciation and Solid Waste Coordinator 
Hosea Houston, kicked off the event 
by removing blight and trash through-
out the Northaven community. Shelby 
County Sheriff’s Office deputies as-
sisted with safety escort efforts. The 
event concluded at Northaven Elemen-
tary school with remarks from Shelby 
County Mayor Lee Harris, County Commissioner Amber Mills, Shelby County Public 
Works Director Cliff Norville and Shelby County Sheriff Floyd Bonner, Jr. In his re-
marks, Sheriff Bonner said that blight is often connected with criminal activity and he 
was glad that this is a top priority for the community. (Click here for more photos.)

SCSO HELPS ADOPTED SCHOOL, VOLLENTINE ELEMENTARY
SCSO assisted our adopted school, Vollentine Elementary, on August 26, with its 
“Pick-Up Party.” School supplies and learning materials were distributed by facul-

ty and staff to families via a drive-through 
format, preparing students for a successful 
virtual school year. SCSO Community Affairs 
Director Cliff Lafferty and Community Rela-
tions Coordinator Davina Jones are pictured 
with Vollentine Principal Cristal Watts-Pe-
terson. The Sheriff’s Office provided Honey 
Baked Ham lunchboxes from its Cordova 
location for the administrators and staff. 
We wish all educators and students a great 
school year! (Click here for more photos.)
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SCSO CELEBRATES ACCELERATED DEPUTY COMMISSIONING
On August 14, SCSO added three new deputies 
to the agency. These deputies completed an 
Accelerated Law Enforcement Academy. We wish 
each of them well as they begin this new chapter 
of their careers while serving the citizens of Shel-
by County. (Click here for more photos.)

LAW ENFORCEMENT CLASS #2002 GRADUATES
SCSO congratulates the 27 deputy sheriffs who 
graduated from our basic recruit academy. The cer-
emony was held August 20 at Faith Baptist Church 
in Bartlett. We wish each of them well as they 
begin their careers serving the citizens of Memphis 
and Shelby County. (Click here for more photos.)

CHARITABLE GROUP DONATES SHOES TO JUVENILE COURT
Sarah’s Hope Project’s held a charity event, “Plant Seeds Grow Blessings,” for the 
students housed at the Shelby County Juvenile Court Detention Center. On August 
28, all detainees were presented with 
new shoes, socks, swag bags with 
personal care items, hair products, and 
bags of snacks for at least two weeks. 
These students were also fed and given 
snacks every two weeks this summer 
from April until July by Sarah’s Hope 
Project, coordinated by Sarah Rosen-
thal and her father, Carter. Special thanks to Jail Chief Inspector Dora Benn and 
Shelby County Mayor Lee Harris for joining us and recognizing Sarah.

EAST DETAINEES WRITE FIRST RESPONDERS LETTERS, CARDS
During the month of August, 
about 90 children and female 
detainees wrote nearly 1,200 
“Thank You” letters to first re-
sponders. These letters were 
shared this week with orga-
nizations such as Memphis 
Police Department, Memphis 
Fire Department, St. Jude 

Children’s Research Hospital, Regional One Health, and the Shelby County Sher-
iff’s Office. Representatives from the organizations collected the letters from Shelby 
County Jail East. “Whether it be a police officer, firefighter or EMT, first responders 
are the first on the scene after an accident or other emergency,” said Chief Inspector 
Takietha Tuggle, Jail East’s Jail Commander. “To show their appreciation for what 
these professionals do, the women at Jail East were excited to be a part of this effort 
to raise awareness, support, honor, celebrate and say ‘thank you for all you do’ to 
First Responders.” (Click here for more photos.)
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SCSO OFFERS BOAT OPERATIONS TRAINING FOR FIREFIGHTERS
SCSO continued its basic boat training for Shelby County Firefighters with hands-
on training sessions Sept. 9-11 at the Meeman-Shelby Forest State Park boat ramp. 
This was the follow-up to the initial training held last 
month for rescue and recovery efforts on the Mis-
sissippi River. SCSO Deputies Nick Jensen and Jeff 
Jensen conducted this “jon” boat operation safety 
training, which included boat launch preparation, 
backing the boats down the ramp, launching and 
operating boats in the Mississippi River, loading 
boats, boat recovery, and securing boats for trans-
port. Thank you to Shelby County Fire and TWRA. (Click here for more photos.)

SCSO WINS CITY YOUTH GOLF CLASSIC
A Shelby County Sheriff’s Office golf team came up big August 15, winning the May-
or Jim Strickland’s 2nd Annual Memphis Office of Youth Services Golf Classic. The 

SCSO championship team was comprised of Sheriff 
Floyd Bonner, Jr., Chief Deputy Scott Wright, CAO 
Steve Leech, and Chief Inspector Derek Mills. “We 
really appreciate your support for the mission of our 
office in making a difference in the lives of City of 
Memphis youths and empowering them for positive 
results,” said Ike Griffith, Director, Memphis Office of 
Youth Services.

MOTORS TEACH COLLIERVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT
The Shelby County Sheriff’s Office 
recently concluded a two-week Basic 
Police Motorcycle Class for officers 
in the Collierville Police Department, 
which is making preparations to open 
its own Motors division. SCSO Mo-
tors held the 80-hour instruction at 
the Memphis Police Department track 
September 14 -25 using SCSO mo-
torcycles, instructors, and mechanics. Two Collierville police officers completed the 
training and received certification, the first step in forming this new Motors unit. Addi-
tionally, an officer from the Bartlett Police Department completed the training.

SCSO SUPPORTS SCHOOL SUPPLY GIVE-AWAY
SCSO assisted the Memphis non-profit group, Freedom From 
Unnecessary Negatives (FFUN), in its “Stop the Killing Back 2 
School and Family & Community drive-by school supply give-
away” September 12 in south Memphis. Stevie Moore, Sr., 
FFUN president, was grateful that SCSO deputies handled traffic 
and crowd control duties and that our Emergency Services per-
sonnel were on hand, as well.
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